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WOULD LIKE MORE INDIAN LORE 


Iam enclosing a renewal subscrip- 
tion to the ‘‘Digest’’, the articles in 
whichI have read with greatest inter- 
est and pleasure. 

It would be very interesting and 
informative to see aseries of articles 
on the daily life and manners of the 
Indians of B.C. before the arrival of 
the white man. Perhaps authentic in- 
formation of this kind is difficult to 
gather. Ibelieve Sproat published a 
series entitled ‘“‘Studies in Savage 
Life’’. I have not read it. If the ser- 
ies were done with care they should 
be of more than passing interest to 
both Whites and Indians. 

L. L. Harrison 
Britannia Beach 


MOUNT SELWYN HOAX 
THE MOUNT SELWYN HOAX 


Many years ago, H. L. Mencken 
the foremost editor in U.S. publish- 
ing history, wrote a satirical article 
on the bathtub. Published in a New 
York paper, it attracted wide atten- 
tion andinterest. It was pure buncomb 
from beginning to end. The joke is - 
that many responsible publications 
copied the article, and although Men- 
cken had article after article publish- 
ed, telling how the whole thing was a 
satire and not intended to convey the 
truth about bathtubs - nevertheless 
up to now, many big newspapers 
have reprinted the article in their 
Sunday editions as authorative. 

That seems to be the history of 
the Mount Selwyn hoax. 

For your information I am enclos- 
ing a copy of the report of the find- 
ings of the Consolidated Mining and 
Smelting Company who tested the al- 
leged ore bodies on Mt. Selwyn, and 
arrived at ‘‘Gold, .0007 oz. per ton.”’ 

I am confident that the C.M.&S. 
are as competent, if not much more 
so, than any of the dreamers who 
may have passed that way. I may add 


TORS 


that I was one of them - - at first. I 
examined Mt. Selwyn over 40 years 
ago and thought it had possibilitiesI 
knew Dunlop, who first drilled it. He 
almost sold me on it - before he 
drilled. Ialso knew Featherstonehaugh 
who managed a company which tried 
to extract some of the gold from it. 
They folded! 

You may know that nobody has 
spent more time, at his own expense, 
writing and talking up the resources 
of the North, than have I. Far be it 
from me to belittle any REAL re- 
source that may be worthy of exam- 
ination and development. But I have 
always triedto convey the truth about 
our northern heritage - hence this 
letter, and the truth, so far as it is 
known - about Mt. Selwyn, and its 
alleged fabulous gold content. 

Yours for an intelligent northern 
development. 

A.M. Bezanson 
1094-W-15th. Ave. Vancouver, B.C. 


LOOKING BACK 40-ODD YEARS 


In going over a lot of old stuff of 
mine - trying to get rid of what I can 
force myself to - I came across your 
issue of May 1951 that had been given 
to me by Capt. G.S. Jones.’ I’m now 
writing to you to see if you’d be good 
enough to send me a current issue 
(and bill) because I am again inter- 
estedin the development of the North 
Country - due to my son Gordon (29) 
having now ended his third winter on 
his homestead near Anchor Point, 
Kenai, Pe., Alaska. 

It was in 1900 that I left my home 
in Santa Barbara, Calif. , and went to 
take a position with the U.S. Census 
Bureau, Wash., D.C. via train, via 
Pacific Coast and Canada. Then I went 
through the University of California 
and was, for three years after 1906, 
manager of the Shipowners’ Ass’n of 
the Pacific Coast - which position I 
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Card Of Thanks 


To all our friends everywhere, for their kind 
expressions of sympathy and condolence in my 
recent bereavement in the loss of a loving wife 


and mother. 


Alex and Anne Sahonovitch 
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Open Season on Cow Moose 


Some Comments on Moose 
Population In Central B.C. 


Dr. James Hatter 
Chief Game Biologist 
B.C. GAME DEPARTMENT 


In 1945, plans were first laid for a sur- 
vey of the moose situation which at that 
time was attracting a great deal of at- 
tention. Reasons for this interest soon 
became apparent. In 1946 resident big 
game licences increased almost 40%. over 
1945. Guide licences doubled. In one 
year the non-resident moose kill in- 
creased from 900 to 1300. Coincident 
with this increased hunting there were 
reports of moose dying on the winter 
ranges in early spring and during the 
fall, shipments of parasitized moose meat 
were received by the writer for exami- 
nation. 

To a biologist, interested in big game, 
here was a challenging problem of eco- 
nomic as well as scientific importance. 
One could recall that in less than fifty 


years the central half of the Province 
had been penetrated and populated from 
the north and east by this huge new ani- 
mal. Almost all older residents in the 
Cariboo remembered its first appear- 
ance. Once entirely absent, it was now 
providing them, as if by a miracle, not 
only with food but also, in some cases, 
with a partial livelihood. Many people 
who farmed and trapped for a living 
now found big game guiding a profitable 
business and a welcome occupation in 
the slack fall season. 

Along with this good news however, 
there came the bad. Wolf complaints 
and bounty applications were increasing 
in number. Together with remarks about 
parasitized and diseased animals there 
was considerable criticism for allowing 
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Too weak to get up! A yearling bull in the last stages of malnutrition, ticks, debility, Animal 
died soon after this photo was taken. 
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The above subject has been one of 
the most hotly debated issues con- 
cerning B.C. Game Resources to ap- 
pear in recent years. Having recently 
published two articles (with photos) by 
Mr. Collier, inwhich he very ably put 
forthhis arguments AGAINST the op- 
ening of acow moose season - we feel 
that in allfairness the ‘‘Digest’’ must 
present the OPPOSING viewpoint. 
Herewith -. the latest article on the 
subject from the pen of Mr. Collier, 
also the arguments of Chief Game 
Biologist, Dr. James Hatter - who 
is the principal advocate for an open 
season on cow moose. We leave you 
to decide which side has presented 
the most conclusive evidence. 


American hunters to kill so many moose, 
and for not increasing wolf and coyote 
bounties. Moose were damaging hay 
stacks and drift fences were found bro- 
ken in the spring. Cattle ranchers were 
complaining, not only about wolves but 
even about moose in some areas. 

Here then was the complicated back- 
ground of information with which I was 
presented in September 1945. In view of 
the growing interest in moose it was 
agreed that a comprehensive field study 
should be undertaken. 

It was not possible, however, to begin 
field work until April, 1946. To fill in 
time and to get some first hand infor- 
mation from game guides in the fall of 
1945 I immediately sent out a question- 
naire to most first and second class 
guides in the Cariboo and Chilcotin. 
Fifty percent of the questionnaires were 
returned. Much useful information was 
gathered as to the dates of first appear- 
ance of moose in the various districts, on 
wolf predation and on “wood tick” infes- 
tation. Every question asked had a pur- 
pose, and was based not only upon theo- 
retical considerations, but also upon 
practical experience from a previous 
period of eight months of field survey 
work on big game in the Canadian 
Rockies. 

The fifth item in the questionnaire of 
1945 read as follows: Have you observed 
signs of heavy browsing on willows or 
other bushes and shrubs? To this, 93 
percent stated that they had observed 
heavy browsing on winter food and 7 
percent said “no.” Another part of this 
same question asked whether or not the 
moose concentration in places was too 
heavy for the quantity of food available. 
Eighty-seven percent indicated that 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 


- or - No Open Season 


The Chilliwack Vote 


By Eric Collier 


President B.C. Registered Trappers Association 


ONE DID NOT have to gaze into a 
crystal ball to forecast the result. Even 
before the Convention attained full 
stride the handwriting was there on the 
wall for all to see who might care to 
look: Those delegates representing 
organizations or associations which dis- 
agreed with the Big Game Biologists in 
their appetites for an open season on 
cow moose were whipped before they 
even opened their mouths concerning 
the subject. And to one delegate at least 
— the writer — it seemed to be a case 
of the organized sportsmen of the south- 
ern parts of the Province ‘‘ganging up”’ 
against the Trappers, Guides and 
Sportsmen of the Central Interior and 
North and defeating them by sheer 
weight of accredited delegates with 
voting power. With the result that at 
the Annual Government sponsored 
Game Convention recently concluded 
at Chilliwack, the Big Game Biologists 
won a majority vote of endorsement 
for their contention that in the year 
1953 certain areas of the Province, 
principally Lillooet and Cariboo, have 
far too many moose, far too little feed. 
Thus must the shouting and the tumult 
lull while we sit back and await final 
decision from the two Game Commis- 
sioners upon whose shoulders rests the 
none too enviable task of writing Game 
regulations. 

It is not my intent to weary the 
reader with all the Whereas and Where- 
fors which were embodied in the full 
text of the resolution as submitted from 
the floor by the South Cariboo Guides 
Association and Cariboo Sportsman’s 
Association for when boiled down and 
condensed it arrived at a single issue: 
whether or not there should, this Fall, 
be an open season on cow moose any- 
where in the Province. I am however 
going to give the readers of North 
West Digest an accounting of the actual 
vote. 

Against the resolution, as sponsored 
by South Cariboo Guides and Cariboo 
Sportsmen’s Zone and asking for no 
cow season, were the following organ- 
izations: 


Riske Creek, B. C. 


Vancouver Island Affiliated 2 votes 
Lower Mainland Rod and Gun 2 votes 
Mainland North Coast (Powell 

River 1 vote 
East Kootenay Rod and Gun _— 2 votes 
B.C. Interior Fish and Game | 2 votes 
Grand Forks - Greenwood 1 vote 
Auto Courts and Resorts 1 vote 
East Kootenay Gun Club 2 votes 

13 


For the resolution were: 
Cariboo Zone Sportsmen Ass’n . 2 votes 
Mainland North Coast 


(Terrace) 1 vote 
North Central Zone 

(Burns Lake) 1 vote 
B. C. Registered Trappers 

Association } vote 
East Kootenay Guides 1 vote 
B. C. Federation of 

Agriculture 1 vote 
South Cariboo Guide 1 vote 
Northern Zone (Peace River) . 1 vote 

9 


There were no absentions. 

Thus the resolution was defeated by 
four votes and thus (if the B.C. Game 
Commisssion are to be guided by the 
findings of the Convention) did the Big 
Game Biologists win their case. A study 
of the actual vote reveals this pertinent 
fact: that with but one exception 
(Gammy, of Cariboo, representing Auto 
Courts and Resorts Owners Ass’n.) 
those delegates from the electoral rid- 
ings of Lillooet, Cariboo, Prince George, 
Omineca, Peace River and Skeena all 
voted solidly against this open season 
on cows; whereas the southern half of 
the Province with the exceptions of A. 
Swanson of Ladner, Federation of Ag- 
riculture, and A. Nicol of Fort Steele 
in the Kootenays, representing East 
Kootenay Guides, all voted with the 
Biologists. 

Vox populi - vox Dei! The entire 
proceedings of that part of the Con- 
vention dealing with cow moose was 
handled under scrupulous adherence to 
Democratic procedure and principle; it 
was Commissioner Butler as Chairman 


at his best, denying none the privilege 
of taking the rostrum and saying what 
he wished to say — for or against — and 
for just as long as he wished to say it. 
This writer himself made good use of 
that rostrum for close to forty minutes, 
speaking on behalf of the B.C. Reg- 
istered Trappers Ass’n as being opposed 
to a hornless moose season. I was fol- 
lowed to the platform by Alfred Bryant 
of Aniham Lake, representing Chilcotin 
Guides Ass’n (unfortunately Bryant 
was not an accredited delegate, had no 
vote and his expenses attending the 
Convention were footed by himself and 
his own Association). Next came E. 
Greenlee of Canim Lake (South Cariboo 
Guides Association) and J. Shelford, 
Burns Lake (North Central Zone) all 
opposing an open season on cows. 

Curiously enough, none of the sports- 
men from the southern parts of the 
Province who later opposed the resol- 
ution cared to take the platform and 
give tangible reason as to why they op- 
posed it but contented themselves for 
the most part with chucking in odd bits 
from the floor. However, they were 
certainly not lacking in Counsel. Messrs. 
Hatter and Martin, Big Game Biol- 
ogists, spoke for almost an hour and 
numerous other Biologists who at one 
time or another during course of the 
proceedings read papers from the rost- 
rum, managed to get their little plugs 
in. Even the Director of the State Game 
Department of Washington (who spoke 
for a long half hour) confined his speech 
for the most part to the subject of 
British Columbia’s moose and why 
there should be an open season on cows. 
(Surely we have enough of our own 
experts in the employ of the B.C. Game 
Department without having to send 
over to those United States for more?) 

However, as I state, Commissioner 
Butler conducted the whole hearing in 
an atmosphere of complete fairness to 
all and there can be no argument or re- 
crimination on that score. A jury has 
been convened, a case heard, a decision 
rendered — 

CONCLUDED ON PAGE 23 


PAGE 3 


SOME COMMENTS ON MOOSE 
POPULATIONS IN CENTRAL B.C. 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 


there was no food shortage. Moreover, 
only ten out of 76 persons replying to 
another section of the questionnaire had 
found moose dead from starvation. 

Analysis of the information supplied 
in this first questionnaire suggested that 
there was really no problem at all. An 
abundance of food was reported and 
practically no one believed that there 
were too many moose for the carrying 
capacity of the winter range. This in- 
formation seems to be at variance with 
a statement made recently to the effect 
that “A good many guides and other 
woodsmen might agree that back in the 
mid forties the shooting of cow moose 
would have been beneficial.” 

April 1946 soon rolled around and I 
set out for the Cariboo to begin the 
moose survey. It was then, and always 
will be, a pleasure to work in a part of 
British Columbia with such a colourful 
past. I found it a most hospitable coun- 
try. Numerous guides were visited and 
much time was spent riding and walking 
over representative portions of moose 
winter range, talking “moose” and ask- 
ing innumerable questions. Field work 
continued throughout the summer and 
fall until the initial opening of the Cache 
Creek Checking Station where I was able 
to obtain needed information on some 
1200 moose trophies. 

At the close of the Checking Station 
in December, 1946, I left the Interior 
feeling that something was definitely 
wrong with our moose population. My 
personal observations over a period of 
seven months did not correspond with 
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Yealing bull - dead from malnutrition and winter ticks. Periodically many hundreds of moose die from these 


causes. Malnutrition is the basic cause of death 
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those reporting in the questionnaire. 
Many areas were studied where the win- 
ter food supply was overbrowsed and 
depleted. But still, a few months in the 
Cariboo could hardly be compared with 
the long residence of guides and others 
who felt that there was no food short- 
age or problem of carrying capacity for 
moose. 

In the spring of 1947 a second circular 
was mailed to game guides. Questions 
were again asked about the condition of 
the winter food supply, hoping this time, 
that personal contacts and the question- 
naire one year previous had made more 
people “winter range conscious.” Replies 
were received from about 60 persons, 
most of whom were game guides. These 
sixty persons spread over the Cariboo 
and Chilcotin reported finding 190 moose 
carcasses in the course of their spring 
work. Death was blamed mostly on 
wolves and wood ticks. Not one of the 


animals was said to have succumbed to 
starvation. 

Sixty percent reported that heavy 
browsing on willows was general and 40 
percent said that there was only local 
heavy use of the winter food supply. 
Even though heavy use was acknowl- 
edged, eighty-six percent of the observ- 
ers stated that at the current rate of use 
(1947) there would always be sufficient 
winter food present. 

These reports differed markedly with 
the survey observations and I was forced 
to conclude that many guides did not 
realize the seriousness of the current 
range depletion. However, my own trav- 
els had still not been sufficiently broad 
and I still had hopes of finding new areas 
of good moose winter range. But, three 
more months of summer work that year 


(1947) failed to reveal other than heav- 
ily overbrowsed ranges. Guides and 
ranches almost everywhere in the Cari- 
boo reported finding dead moose that 
spring, but few connected this situation 
with the over population of animals and 
the depleted food supply. It seemed ob- 
vious moreover, that much of the cur- 
rent wolf trouble was due to the poverty 
condition of the moose and the ease with 
which their large numbers could be 
preyed upon. Here was good evidence 
to explain the cause of so many animals 
dying, for haystacks being raided and 
for the extent and seriousness of para- 
CONTINITED ON PACE 18 


Gang Ranch area, Overbrowsed willow - broken down 
and dying from continuous overbrowsing, May 1953, 
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Upland birch - stripped of ALL available food, This is 
typical of overbrowsing or too many moose, 


| 


Factual Article 


By LAURA LINTON 


THE SCENE was typically British 
Columbian. The fish drying-racks were 
perched high on a wind-swept nole with 
the fast waters of the Fraser frothing 
below. There was a tent nearby and from 
it three pairs of black eyes watched us 
as we looked at the red salmon hung 
in rows on the poles under the roof of 
the drying rack. 

‘‘You had better see if you can find 
Willie’ I muttered to my husband as 
I felt those eyes boring a hole in my 
back. The owners were shy — or some- 
thing. At any rate they seemed deter- 
mined to stay behind the shelter of the 
tent flaps. Willie was an Indian friend 
of ours who had invited us to come and 
see how they prepared their fish for 
the long winter months ahead. He was 
from Laidlaw but each summer he and 
his family temporarily moved to the 
banks of the Fraser further up the 
canyon near Yale. It was combining 
work and pleasure for them because 
they seemed to regard this annual trek 
as a sort of holiday, at the same time 
catching and drying the fish they would 
need for the winter. 

Just as we were wondering which 
path down the river bank would lead 
to Willie he himself appeared with a 
load of fish. His face broke into a broad 
grin when he saw us, ‘‘So you come to 
see how we do it, eh? Good. Well how 
would you like to catch these, eh?’’ 

By the look in his eye I don’t think 
my husband would have minded one bit 
‘“‘catching these’. There were twenty- 
six delectable looking sock-eye, and all 
seemed in perfect condition. Willie told 
us that a lot of the fish caught in this 
manner were not as good as this 
particular catch because the fish are 
ascending the river to spawn, and many 
of them get battered and bruised. Also 
the flesh is softer due no doubt to the 
fact that the fish do not eat from the 
time they leave salt water. 

By this time women seemed to have 
appeared from all directions and prep- 
arations to take care of the fish were 
soon under way. While they were get- 
ting ready Willie suggested we go down 
to the river’s edge to see where the fish 
had been caught. A pole projected into 
the river with a net attached. The net 
was set at a point up river from a back 
eddy where the fish move in, and rest. 
Then as they proceed upstream to the 
next resting spot some get caught in 
the net. Willie said his usual catch was 
from twenty-five to thirty fish a day. 

We made our way back up the twist- 


ing path to watch the salmon being 
prepared for the racks. This is usually 
done by the women and they are very 
competent and quick. First the heads of 
the fish are cut off and the fish then 
placed so the blood will drain. Then they 
were cleaned in the regular way and the 
backbone deftly split from the flesh 
down to the tail, but not separated. The 
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The three photos on this page illustrate the various stages from catching to drying the salmon caught in the 


Fraser River by the Indians in the manner which they have done so for centuries. 
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TOUGH ON GOATS 


By LLOYD A. JECK 


IT WAS ONE of those early fall 
days when you feel like a million dollars. 
There was the odd fleecy cloud loafing 
in the otherwise clear sky as the sun 
rose over the freshly snow-capped 
mountain in the East. The air relt 
quite chilly when we first went out that 
late September morning. That was not 
unusual though, as at an altitude of 
2300 feet in tne Canadian Rockies that 
can easily be expected. It looked and 
proved to be a swell day to go hunting 
tor mountain goat. 

My brother Cyril, and myself had this 
hunt all planned so we had everything 
packed the night before. We planned 
on spending only one night or possibly 
two at the most away from home. We 
knew we would have some pretty tough 
climbing to do, and as everything we 
took along had to be carried on pack- 
boards, all luxuries were banned. Our 
bedding consisted of one canvas tarp 
which we would use as a lean-too 
shelter or light covering. We packed a 
lunch for the noon day meal, as we 
knew we would not have reached the 
place we were going to hunt goat by 
that time. Besides the lunch we took 
along enough food for five meals, in 
case we spent two nights up the moun- 
tain. Each of us taking along a .30-30 
calibre rifle and a good supply of am- 


ahis picture shows some ot the 
in, It was taken from the place the goat was standing 
when it was shot, 


country we were 
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munition, these completing our packs. 

After eating a hearty breakfast of 
bacon and eggs, washed down with 
good hot coffee, we climbed in our car 
and started off. We drove about ten 
miles to a friends place, who lives at 
the foot of the mountain we planned on 
climbing. With their hearty good 
wishes, and promising them a goat 
steak, we started our ascent of the 
mountain. 

A young fellow who was working in 
that vicinity accompanied us for a short 
distance, to show us the way as the trail 
had been partly obliterated by logging 
operations. It was an old pack-horse 
trail which had not been used by horses 
for quite a number of years, and very 
little by hikers or hunters on foot. In 
some places it was quite hard to follow 
as it was partly grown over by willow 
and young poplar and pine trees. We 
managed to stay on it though until we 
nearly reached timber line, where the 
going was quite open which made it 
easy travelling except for the steep 
incline of the mountain itself. About 
half way up, the trail swung alongside 
of a deep ravine, in which we could hear 
the rushing of a stream as it tumbled 
over its boulder strewn bed. The far 
side of this ravine is made up of steep, 
rugged cliffs on which goats can some- 
times be seen. Although we glassed the 
cliffs with our eight power binoculars 
we did not see any goats. 

A little above timber line we sat down 
for a short breather and to eat some of 
our lunch. While we were thus enjoying 
the surrounding scenery we spied a 
large black she bear with two ambitious 
cubs rambling along behind her. They 
were on a ridge about half a mile away, 
which was sparsley covered with wind- 
falls and scrub pine trees. We turned 
the binoculars in their direction and 
were rewarded with a remakably close 
view of them as they ambled slowly 
along looking for tender roots or any- 
thing else which might give them a 
small snack. 

‘‘T think we had better be on our 
way,’’ I said, ‘‘or we won’t even reach 
the top of this first ridge to day.’’ 

So we shouldered our packs once 
more and started off up hill again. It 
wasn’t long before we reached the top 
of this first ridge, and said good-bye to 
the Fraser Valley, which lay about 
4,000 feet below us and stretched to 
east and west for about 20 miles before 
becoming obstructed from view by hazy 
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The Author with the goat - not too badly damaged, 


mountains. After one last look we 
turned to see what was ahead of us. 
Before us stretched a narrow bench 
which earlier in the season was covered 
with patches of green grass, now being 
frozen brown. Here and there was a 
snow bank which freshened and cooled 
the air after the warm climb up the 
mountain. We got a good look at un- 
named, rugged peaks in the distance 
ahead of us. After traversing this bench 
for a short time, then climbing a low 
broken ridge we looked down into a 
mile long basin. At the upper end were 
scattered patches of scrub spruce, which 
then ran into quite heavy timber. The 
floor of the basin was cut up by several 
small streams which ran togther at the 
lower end and tumbled down quite a 
steep descent to join forces with King 
Creek, and eventually the Fraser River. 
We decided that we were looking at a 
good spot to camp for the night, so with 
that problem off our minds, we began 
looking around for goats. After glassing 
the crags and slopes around with poor 
results, we were about to start on when 
we saw two goats. They had been hidden 
from view by some large rocks at the 
edge of a grassy slope, which they were 
just beginning to cross. Below this 
slope were some steep cliffs, followed 
by a jumble of boulders which had 
broken off and rolled down to finally 
come to a stop at the head of the basin. 
By the way those goats were trav- 
elling, they really meant business. We 
figured they must be heading for the 
south side of the peak they were on, to 
get the most benefit from the heat of 
the sinking sun. As it was too far to 
shoot from where we were, we decided 
we would have to make a wide circle to 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 


REMINISCENCES OF AN OLD TIMER 


ABOUT 


TWEEDSMUIR PARK 


By LYSTER MULVANY 


A well known game hunter from 
Seattle was visiting his old hunting 
grounds near Wistaria, Ootsa Lake, and 
expressed himself at length as we lolled 
at the camp fire after a most successful 
day of Camera Hunting. He did not 
know that a young lady, extremely ex- 
pert with a frying-pan, who accom- 
panied the party, was an equally expert 
stenographer and writer of shorthand. 

As he filled his pipe the girl settled 
down unobtrusively with her notebook 
and missed little of one of the long 
stories for which he is famous. 

“This hits me pretty hard, too, boys, 
although I think it will work out O.K., 
but after knowing Ootsa Lake and its 
people for a period of nearly fifty years, 
it is with a feeling of sorrow that I view 
the prospect of the loss of the homes so 
well established by the pioneers of this 
District. 

Even before the coming of the Cana- 
dian National Railway many of them 
were settled, getting their supplies in by 
pack-train from Bella Coola or Hazel- 
ton, and driving their cattle to market 
over the arduous trails. 

Most of them had trap-lines, radiating 
like the spokes of a wheel in every direc- 
tion from their homesteads, and few 
attempted to trap their lines to the limit. 

All became conservationistsand un- 
der a general understanding game and 
fur bearers were protected without the 
necessity of game-wardens, as any one 
caught killing relentlessly was ‘taboo’. 

As the tourists and game hunters in- 
creased, lodges were built, and licensed 
guides gave a service which is conceded 
to be equal to any in the Province. It is 
sure to continue to be so as it is unlikely 
that the building of the huge Nechako 
Dam, and the consequent raising of the 
lake will interfere with the wild life to 
a great extent, but will require constant 
supervision. 

Nevertheless, it will be a great hard- 
ship on many of the Old Timers, who 
have cut miles of trails, built shelter 
camps, and invested heavily in pack- 
horses, boats, engines and equipment. 
However, nothing can stop the gigantic 
scheme of the Aluminum Company of 
Canada, and it is hoped and believed that 
amicable settlements may be made in all 
cases. 

Visualizing the Tweedsmuir Park area 
as it may look fifty years from now, it 
will undoubtedly be more beautiful and 
easier of access than it was as Nature 
had decreed. 


Imagine a great lake, navigable by 
boats of any kind. Vast summer resorts, 
tourist camps, and quarters for hunters 
of all kinds with guns, cameras and even 
the bow-and-arrow enthusiasts, for the 
gradual raising of the lakes and con- 
necting streams should not be fatal to 
much of the wlld life. Most of the birds 
and small fur-bearers nest or breed in 
the high hills. 

Caribou, moose, bear and goats will 
not be affected, and Mountain Sheep will 
most likely be introduced. Good Elk 
range is well known to the guides but 
will have to be stocked, and although 
some of the small game may suffer, the 
rising of the waters will be so gradual 
as to give ample time for self-protection. 

There will be no longer any dangerous 
waters to navigate, although one may 
still be able to find them, as the rise of 
the water opens up many new and intri- 
cate channels for exploration. 

One big problem is the salvage of the 
timber which will be submerged, and the 
cleaning up of the debris which will 
come to the surface. All this has been 
foreseen and will be provided for. 

But the heartbreaks of the old settlers 
can not be paid for with money. The 
old-timers who trapped very little, going 
out to trap a few mink, marten, beaver, 
fisher, otter, foxes, muskrats, etc., etc., 
and incidentally killing off many wolves, 
did little harm to the game animals or 
fur-bearers. 

When the larder was getting low, 
‘Dad’ would take to the hills, kill a moose 
or caribou, catch a little fur, and return 


to his farm home, to be welcomed by his 
wife and children, and renew the stock 
of supplies, a large supply of staples 
having been brought in by pack-train in 
the late fall. 


The bachelors were, of course, the most 
destructive, as they took to the high hills 
and ran their trap lines more regularly. 
At that they did not hurt the fur-bearers 
much as they were mostly Guides during 
the hunting season, and spent most of 
the winter months in building shelter 
camps and cutting trails for the next 
season’s crop of hunters. Without these 
trails many of the beauty spots of 
Tweedsmuir Park would still be inac- 
cessible. 


As to the fish which are so numerous 
and so highly prized, it is difficult to 
know what the result may be. In similar 
conditions elsewhere there has been 
considerable loss while the lakes and 
streams were befouled, but when the 
water finally clears up, it will not be a 
difficult matter to re-stock them, pos- 
sibly to the decided improvement of the 
quality of the fish in some of the water- 
ways. 


But to me the heartbreaks are obvi- 
ous, as there is not a home, camp or 
tourist’s cabin at which I have not at 
sometime been welcomed, and received 
the hospitality for which the people of 
Ootsa Lake have long been famous, so, 
although grudgingly conceding the need 
of the sacrifice, I can only pray that they. 
may all be soon even more favorably lo- 
cated. It is comforting to find the occa- 
sional optimist. Kentucky Bill says, ‘This 
ain’t nothin’. Thars still lots of big hills 
to go to. I’m jus’ buildin’ me a raft an’ 
the durn lake kaint rise no faster’n I 
can. I figger I’m lucky I ain’t down on 
the old Mississip with nothing to eat and 


:99 


no place to go’. 


Beautiful Ootsa Lake - now being flooded as a result of the power development connected 


with the Alcan Prolent at Kitimat. 100 years from now it ma 
oreline will be a maze of dead trees and 


the meantime its s 


again be a beauty spot - in 
oating debris. 
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The Pickle Barrel Bear Trap 


By F.W. LINDSAY 


“But damn it all Dutchy,’’ I said,”’ 
a slug from even a .30-30 will kill tne 
brute so why all the planning?’’ 

Dutchy was a grim gnomelike man 
with a small grey beard. The beard 
quivered and his biue eyes flashed. ‘‘On 
account this bear ruint us didn’t he? On 
account I want to catch this bear and 
kick his butt outta the Province of 
B.’’ 

“But you can’t catch a bear in a 
small pickle barrel.’’ I said. ‘‘You’ll 
need a bear trap and a ten by sixteen 
toggle to hold nim and once trapped 
he’ll be as dangerous as a car load of 
percussion caps.’’ 

Dutchy sat down on the steps of his 
tidy log cabin and eyed me sourly. 
‘‘Now look kid, ‘‘he said patiently.’’ 
This here bear ruint our bee business. 
You’n me sunk three hundred dollars 
into them bees. We was goin’ to ship 
honey all over Canada and the United 
States. I’m a old rannyhoo and kind 
hearted but, just for once I want to get 
even with somethin’ namely this here 
bear. Look at the ruination he caused.’’ 

In front of Dutchy’s cabin the earth 
was torn in a wide circle. Where our 
dozen hives had been there was a crater 
strewn with chips of wood and debris 
of wax and sticky earth. It was indeed 
a sad finish to our dreams of wealth 
via the honey route. ° 

“The dirty stinker,’’ I groaned. ‘‘Oh 
the black S.O.B...’’ 

‘‘Now you side along of me and we’ll 
have some fun for our money and learn 
that black devil a lesson.’’ Dutchy 
urged. 


Produced by Imperial Tobacco 
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Back of Dutchy’s small farm was a 
swamp and back of the swamp a moun- 
tain and beyond the mountain the 
Province of British Columbia spread 
out for hundreds of thousands of square 
miles of wilderness. There were settle- 
ments of miners and tie hacks and 
loggers. There were scattered ranches 
and a few towns and villages. There 
were also about nine million bears of 
various clans including black, grizzly 
and cinnamon. I looked across the 
swamp to the mountain and back of our 
wrecked bee farm. I thought of my 
hundred and fifty sweat stained dollars 
and saw Dutchy’s viewpoint with rem- 
arkable clarity. 

“Alright Dutchy,’’ I said. ‘‘If you’re 
sure of what you are going to do I’ll 
stick ’till the last freeze up.’’ 

Immediately Dutchy’s weather stain- 
ed face wreathed itself into a toothless 
smile. Vehemently he smacked one iron 
hard fist into an equally calloused palm. 
‘“‘T gotter planned to a fare-ye-well,’’ he 
cackled. ‘‘I got her figured out better’n 
a gosh danged engineer coulda did. 
We’ll set ’er tonight and by mornin’ 
we'll have us a bear.’”’ 

We retired to Dutchy’s barn and 
workshop where he again showed me 
the small pickle barrel he had taken 
from a logging camp cookhouse. There 
was a vice in the barn fastened to a 
four-by-six timber and Dutchy waved 
towards it and handed me a small file 
and a pound of horseshoe nails. 

‘You file p’ints on these here nails,’’ 
he said, ‘‘you make ’em sharp like 
needles while I knock another rim onto 
this here bar’] and make her strong 
like.’’ 

I had infinite faith in Dutchy’s wis- 
dom. He’d sided me in several argum- 
ents when he had been blacksmith for 
the old S. and O. Logging Company. He 
had rescued me from the too amorous 
advances of a skidroad chippy and 
bailed me out of the city clink where I 
had landed after a scrap with a Swede 
logger. As I filed nails I thought of 
Dutchy’s summation of my character. 

“You was born about two hundred 
years too late.’’ He said after the bail- 
ing out process. ‘‘You aint got the sense 
of a hoot owl when you’re in town. First 
thing you know you'll become a bindle 
stiff and wander around rum-dumb 
most of the time. You woulda made a 
swell pirate. You come with me and stay 


to hell away from town. We’ll raise bees 
and sell honey and you can work at this 
here writin’ even if it is a damn silly 
way to put in time.’’ 

While I filed nails Dutchy hammered 
and grunted and swore poetically. Fin- 
ally he stopped his pounding and exam- 
ined my handiwork. ‘‘Good,’’ he said, 
‘“‘sharper’n a lawyer’s tongue, p’inted 
like I told you. Come sundown we’ll 
set ’er up.” 

We ate roast venison and wild cran- 
berry sauce for supper. We washed the 
meal down with spring water as clear 
as a baby’s eyes. We smelled honey- 
suckle and the wild sweet aroma of the 
woods. But most of all we looked for- 
ward to the morrow and the sweet- 
scented revenge that Dutchy had cooked 
up up for a certain long snooted black 
bear. 

With sunset came mosquitoes, midges, 
black-flies and many other varieties of 
winged tormentors. Dutchy had fixed 
his pickle barrel trap so that it resem- 
bled nothing so much as a foreshortened 
shark. The nails I had filed were driven 
into the barrel angle wise so that the 
points were directed downwards like 
shark’s teeth. 

‘The idea,’’ Dutchy said, ‘‘is for this 
here bear to stick his head in the bar’l 
then the nails stick into his neck behind 
his ears so’s he can’t back out and there 
he is blindfolded like and helpless as 
a new born babe.’’ 

Simple soul that I was the plan 
appeared fool proof. ‘‘But what makes 
the bear do a damfool stunt like that?’’ 
I asked. 

‘‘Wait and see,’’ Dutchy grunted. ‘‘I 
got this here system, figgered to a fare- 
ye- well. Just you wait.’’ 

So with curiosity gnawing at my 
vitals like so many small white mice I 
trudged along the trail after Dutchy 
carrying the pickle barrel trap and 
wondering what the heck Dutchy had 
in the small soot stained pot he was 
carrying along with his axe. 

We went beyond Dutchy’s line fence 
and he showed me a hunk of black hair 
snagged on a broken alder. He pointed 
out piles of new and ancient bear drop- 
ings. In a soft spot on the trail he 
showed me the bear’s tracks. They were 
large tracks too. 

‘‘He’s a big one,’’ I said, ‘‘he’ll weigh 
mebbe five, six hundred pounds. Gosh. 
What he’ll do to us if this plan doesn’t 


work.”’ 
“She'll work,’’ Dutchy assured. me. 


“T’ll sure enjoy bootin’ this bear’s 
butt.” ; 

We arrived at a point where the trail 
left the swamp’s edge and sidled up the 
mountain. It was dusk now and an eerie 
silence pervaded the gloom. An 
owl on soundless wings passed into the 
forest, a night bird chided his mate for 
unseemingly conduct, a coyote promoted 
his own brand of politics with democ- 
ratic candor and Dutchy set to work. He 
hunted around and found a suitable 
windfall. Upon this he sat the barrel 
on its side and notched the windfall to 
hold it securely. Then like a medeival 
magician he placed his blackened pot in 
the mouth of the barrel and smiled 


me. 

“She’s all set but the final touch,”’ 
he said happily. 

“The pot ,’’ I said, ‘‘what about the 
ot?”’ 

‘‘That’s the whole idee,’’ he chuckled, 
‘that’s the bait.’’ ; 

He struck a match on the seat of his 
overalls, held it until it blazed properly 
and then dropped it into the pot. For a 
moment their was nothing but a brisk 
sizzle and then arose a black cloud of 
smoke followed by a white feather of 
steam. The steam had a nauseating 
pungency which drove me back chok- 
ingly into the brush. When the brew 
was steaming to Dutchy’s satisfaction 
he poked it to the far end of the barrel. 
From the barrel’s mouth came an odor 
like nothing on earth. From Dutchy 
came delighted gasps and from my eyes 
came tears of anguish. 

“She’s set,’’ Dutchy said. ‘‘That’d 
fetch a bear clear from Vermont. Come 
on, lets hi-tail and see what happens by 
mornin’.”’ 

“But whats in the pot?’’ I screamed. 
“What the dickens smells so gosh- 
awful?”’ 

‘*M’own recipe,’’ Dutchy said start- 
ing on the back trail.. ‘‘She’s made outta 
honey and sulphur and coal-oil. I made 
’er yesterday afore you came. I planned 
’er careful.’’ 

“But the smell,’’ I said, ‘‘the gosh- 
awful stink!”’ 

“‘That’ll fetch the bear.’’ Dutchy was 
like to split his sides laughing. ‘‘Nothin’ 
a bear likes so much as honey. Nothin’ 
carries so far as the smell of burnt 
honey. My pappy told me this stunt once 
back east and I remembered her. I’ll 
bet that damn bear is sittin’ on his 
hunkers right now with his ugly long 
snoot pointed skywards sniffin’ and 
snuffin’.’’ 

How true, how true! 

We arrived at the cabin and the moon 
sailing towards its zenith smiled on us 
and softened earth’s harshness with its 
mellow glow. The barn, the cabin , the 
rail fence, everything was beautiful. I 
felt the romance of the moment and 
paused to view the scene. And then, as 
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though a malign fate wished to mar even 
Nature’s kindliness my nostrils filled 
with the smell we had created and I 
felt somewhat squeamish in my 
stomach. 

“That smell will drive every living 
creature clear to the Yukon border.” I 
told Dutchy. 

He laughed and patted my shoulder 
with a fatherly gesture. ‘‘You wait and 
see Freddy boy,’’ he said. ‘‘Just go to 
bed and wait fer sun up. We’ll catch ’im 
comin’ or goin’,’’ 

Apparantly we got him coming. 

I remember sinking into my sleeping 
bag smiling inwardly at Dutchy’s rev- 
olutionary bear trapping ideas. And 
then Dutchy was shaking me vigorously. 

‘« *Smatter?’’ I said sleepily. Rem- 
embrance flooded my conscious mind. 
“‘The bear. Is it the bear?’’ 

‘Yer tootin’. Dutchy said. ‘‘Lissen 
the varmint hollerin’ his fool head off. 
Sounds like a echo he does.”’ 

Then I heard the sound. It is hard to 
describe. I can do it on the Gee string 
of a violin. You get your index finger 
as far down the string as you can and 
slide it up slowly and in jerks, then 
reverse the process and slide it up again. 
If you do this under water or in the 
belfry of a church you will produce the 
inharmonious wails I heard that morn- 
ing long ago. Suddenly I was wide 
awake. 

‘‘He’s close by,’’ I said. ‘‘he must be 
right handy or we couldn’t hear him, 
not with a barrel stuck on his head.’’ 

“Can’t see nothin’,’’ Dutchy said, 
‘‘moons gone, she’s darker’n a wolf’s 
heart outside. About an hour she’ll be 
gettin’ daylight. I reckon the critter 
will last a hour.’’ 

‘“‘But how the heck did it get down 
the trail?’’ I said. ‘‘It doesn’t make 
sense.”’ 

We waited that hour out, Dutchy 
with impatience and I with a trepid- 
ation that closely approximated fear. 
I had at that time a vivid imagination. 
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SKOOKUM JOE 


By CLIFFORD R. KOPAS 


IT MADE me feel as if I was really 
gettting recognized when the editor of 
the Cariboo Digest asked me to explain 
just how I come to be called Skookum 
Joe. 

‘*You see,’’ he says to me, ‘‘Once in a 
while we’re going to run a story on un- 
usual people and I hear there’s a good- 
looking Indian kid named after you.’’ 

‘‘Well, you see, it’s this way,’’ I says 
to him. ‘‘I’m not just dead certain that 
I’m not named after the Indian kid as 
well as he’s named after me. It all hap- 
pened kind of spontaneous. He’s a 
chief’s son, too.’’ 

“T didn’t know they made you a 
chief,’’ the ‘editor says. 

‘Well, it’s this way.... 

‘‘Ever since I got that rifle in the 
raffle, I been hankering to go some- 
place and shoot something, so when I 
hear of all the game possibilities in the 
Cariboo country, I just decided I’d go 
up there. 

‘‘Everybody tells me there sure is 
game up there. There are geese and 
meese (editors note, Joe’s idea of the 
plural of moose) and ducks and deer. 
And up in the mountains there are 
caribooze.... 

‘‘Ha-ha-ha. That name caribooze is 
interesting. If you’re human and living 
in that wonderful country you’re a 
Cariboo-ee-an, but if you walk on four 
legs and have horns up to certain spec- 
ifications you’re a cariboo, and if you’re 
two you’re caribooze. 

“‘Anyway, they tell me that every- 
thing is game up there. Even the Indian 
women are game.... 

‘‘So when I goes to the policeman to 
get my hunting license, I reads the game 
rules and regulations and it doesn’t say 
anything about Indian women. 

“‘T want a license to take an Indian 
woman,’’ I says to the policeman. 

“You don’t generally take out a lic- 
ense for that,’’ the policeman says, 
looking at me funny-like. ‘‘Fact is, it’s 
unlicensed in most cases.’’ 


- An 
Explanation 


Something came up just then to take 


my mind ... sure I’ve got one, a cig- 
arette, I mean ...off the subject of 
hunting. 


“T got in touch with my cousin’s 
brother-in-law who says he’d be game. 
He was just being funny ‘cause what he 
meant was he’d take a chance with me, 
so we drove in my car up into the 
Cariboo... 

“Yep. There certainly is lots of game 
up there. The very first day three meese 
camp by our camp and I shot at the 
first one and hit the third... Sure is a 
good rifle, just automatically sort of 
picked out the biggest... 

‘‘And then I shot a deer the next day 
but there was a little argument with a 
guy who came along and said they 
should have horns. In fact, the guy said 
my hunting trip would have to end 
right there but my cousin’s brother-in- 
law, who sure is a swell guy, borrowed 
fifty dollars from me and went to town 
with the guy. When he came back he 
said he couldn’t give me the fifty dol- 
lars back because it cost that much to 
get some advice from the judge about 
deer without horns. 

‘‘The fourth day we drove into an 
Indian village. 

‘‘Here’s where I take an Indian 
woman,’’ I shouts and starts tugging 
at my rifle.”’ 

‘Funny ... the Indian men as well 
as the women all jumped into their 
houses. 

‘« * You danged fool, Joe’ my cousin’s 
brother-in-law says. ‘‘What the hell are 
you trying to do?’’ 

‘* ‘T want to take an Indian Woman,’ 
I says. 
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‘ ‘Well, dang it all: That’s no way 
to do it!’ he roars. ‘‘You gotta approach 
them first.’’ 

‘« ‘But they’re close enough already,’ 
I replies. 

‘‘He looked at me the same way the 
policeman did, and took my rifle and 
put it over on his side of the car and 
we drove on and made camp about three 
miles farther on. 

‘‘We were just about to turn in that 
night when an Indian, the chief of the 
village, came sweating up on a gallop- 
ing horse. 

‘“My wife, he going to have baby and 
fall off horse, and break his leg. Maybe 
you take him to town?’ 

*« ‘T can’t take a horse,’’ I says, a little 
ruffled. ‘‘Why don’t you shoot him?’ 

‘« ‘He only wife I have. No have no 
other. If he die I chop wood, make hay 
all the time.’ 

‘‘Why don’t you drive his wife to 
town to the hospital, Joe?’ my cousins 
brother-in-law says. ‘‘What he means 
is that she broke her leg and he wants 
her to be taken...’ 

‘ ‘Alright,’ I says, resenting his de- 
tailed explanation because, after all, 
even if I am a moron, I’m not dumb. 
“T’ll take her.’’ 

‘“‘So the chief and my cousins brother- 
in-law and I pile into the car and we 
started out on our mercy dash to the 
hospital. 

“T sure could drive. I held her so 
tight to the road that even in the rough- 
est places we were missing most of the 
trees. About six miles sat the Indian 
village the chief collects himself from 
the bottom of the back seat and yells, 

““Go back! Go back!’ 

‘‘Why,’’ I yells back just as lustily. 

‘‘We forget my wife ... we gotta get 
him... she break leg .. . I can’t shoot 
him . . . you remember?’’ 

It was kind of annoying, this inter- 
ruption, ‘cause we had to stop in order 
to turn around, and it took quite a spell 
to get up speed again. 

“Anyway, to make a long story short, 
we goes back and collects the chief’s 
wife, and I can see he doesn’t want to 
shoot her cause it must have taken him 
a long time to fatten her up like that. 
She’s groaning and sweating something 
fierce ...so getting turned around 
again we started our second mercy 


ATTENTION 


Big Game Hunters 


For: MOOSE - MULE DEER - 
MOUNTAIN GOAT - BLACK and 
GRIZZLY BEAR 
in virgin coastal mountains (south- 
west Chilcotin area) - write 
airmail - or wire: 


Gerry Moore, Tatlayoko Lake, B.C. 


flight ... I mean dash. 

About half way to the hospital the 
chief, who is in the back seat with his 
wife who was moaning and groaning, 
she was so scared of my driving, I 
guess, yanks at my cousin’s brother 
in-law’s sleeve and pulls him into the 
back seat. 

‘‘My, Oh, my!’’ I hears my cousin’s 
brother-in-law exclaim. 

“No!”’ the chief remonstrated. ‘‘My. 
My. Mine!”’ 

When we gets to the hospital and I 
blows my top horn and jumps out to 
help my passenger out of the car, I see 
my cousin’s brother-in-law has his toupe 
away down over his left ear. 

“You need a comb,’’ I says gently 
hinting so as not to embarass him. 

“Comb?’’ He yells. ‘‘I need a crib. 
And you’d need more than that if you 
had a baby born on your knees. 

“JT think I’d have laid down,’’ I 
replied. ‘‘Anyway, we all got here in 
one piece.’’ 

“‘You’re crazy,’’ he yells back. ‘‘Be 
sides, how long do you expect to stay 
in one piece,’’ looking at me kind of 
baleful. 

“Tt was nice of the old chief, though, 
‘cause he wanted to pay for the trip and 
because the baby was born before we 
arrived at the hospital he counted it as 
an extra passenger. 

‘‘Well, we finished our trip and said 
good-bye to a bunch of delighted 
Cariboo-ee-ans, and my cousin’s broth- 
er-in-law and myself had parted and I 
had gone back to the yards again (my 
job is to hold my foot on the running 
board of the truck to keep the scales 
from jiggling when the load is being 
weighed), and the boys and I were eat- 
ing our lunch and they were sympath- 
izing with me for having a job with so 
much responsibility and weight attached 
to it when the Indian chief rides up 
and stops. 

‘“*T want to make wa-wa with you. I 
tell you my wife have skookum baby 
that time you take her. I call baby after 
you. Joe. We call him Skookum Joe.’ 

‘Well, it was pretty nice of the old 
boy to think of me like that. 

“But the rest of the fellows around 
the yards took it alright, too. They kept’ 
asking me all about it, how she was and 
alIStHat. cae 

“And after a while they started 
calling me Skookum Joe, too. 

“T guess it’s a name that’ll live.’’ 
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(B.J. ‘‘Benny’’ Abbott) 
PHONE 25 - WILLIAMS LAKE,BC 


HODGSON BROTHERS 


Chilcotin Mail,Freight 
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Head Office: Williams Lake, B C. 


Hunting, 
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#2 
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The Store Where Quality Rules 
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Equipment 
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DINING ROOM, Comfartable Rooms, COFFEE SHOP 
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MOST MODERN ROOMS IN THE CARIBOO 
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MALL Power Saw Sales & Service 3 
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BILL‘S WELDING, 


LIGNUM LTD. 


WILLIAMS LAKE, B,C. 


QUESNEL SAWMILLS LTD. 


QUESNEL, B.C. 


LUMBER MANUFACTURERS 


Rough and Dressed Fir and Spruce Lumber 


Head Office: 


717 West Pender St. 


VANCOUVER, B.C. 


PAGE 11 


For Sale! 


CONFECTIONERY, LIGHT LUNCH COUNTER 


SPORTING GOODS, MAGAZINES, OFFICES 
AND ROOMS UPSTAIRS, TURNOVER 
$5,000.00 MONTHLY IN FAST_GROWING 
INTERIOR TOWN 


Daffynitions 
Highbrow 


Write: Box 12, Northwest Digest 
Quesnel, B.C. 


over her wool 


ROWBOATS - CANOES - LAUNCHES 


SAIL-BOATS 
DESIGNED AND BUILT TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS 
(Chipman S, Wells, Naval Architect) 


Wells Manufacturing Co. 


PORT ST. IAMES, BRITISH COLUMBIA 


MT. FOSTER - Strathcona Park, Vancouver Island. 


How well do you know your own Province? ...... 


beautiful, breathtaking, historic, romantic, 
wonder-filled BRITISH COLUMBIA! This year, 
Coronation-year, travel the highways and byways 
of this fabulous home-land of yours - see it now, 
and know it better...for a better holiday than 
you’ve ever had before! For details, write: 


THE BRITISH COLUMBIA 
GOVT. TRAVEL BUREAU 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, B. C. 


E.G, ROWEBOTTOM 
Deputy Minister 


ERNEST EVANS 


Commissioner Minister 
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HON, RALPH CHETWYND 


One who can listen to the 
William Tell Overture without thinking 
of the Lone Ranger 
Adolescence: When a boy stops collec- 
ting stamps and starts playing post office 
Sweater girl 


One who pull 


Eiffel Tower: A French Meccano set 


that made good. 


Be 


A westerner entered the saloon with his 
wife and six-year-old boy and ordered 
two whiskeys. 

“Ain't ma drinking?” asked the kid. 


Ss your eyes 


vs . 
¢ Se 
ri : S14, wl 
LE py Z hy! 
‘Okay then, DON'T watch my ballet - you big oaf!" 


~ 


A sweet young thing breezed into a 
florist shop, dashed up.to an elderly chap 
puttering around a plant and inquired, 
“Have you any passion poppy?” 

The old boy looked up in surprise. 
“Gol ding it!” he exclaimed, “you jist 
wait until I git through prunin’ this 
rose!” 

uv 


A travelling salesman was registering 
at a small hotel and a bedbug crawled 
slowly across the page. “Well,” he said, 
“I've been bitten by all sorts of bugs in 
hotels, but this is the first time I ever 
saw one come down to see what room 
I’d be in.” 

- 


A newly-wed, filling out his income tax 
return, listed a deduction for his wife 
In the section marked “Exemption 
claimed for children,” he pencilled the 
notation: “Watch this space!” 

- 


Sn ae RC y 
; Z 4 7 
"I said I'm going out with the boys! Don't forget 


you promised I could - didn't you dear?" 


Tr.U. Auto Camp 


CACHE CREEK, B.C. wus 


MODERN CABINS - DINING ROOM - GARAGE - STORE 


*, 


—F- 


Junction of Cariboo & Orans-Canada Nighways 


THE PICKLE BARREL BEAR TRAP 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 


I conjured up visions that made the 
sweat pour from me in streams. I didn’t 
need to strain my ears to hear our bear 
bumping and grunting and wailing. 

The black booger,’’ Dutchy chanted 
happily. ‘‘I catched him like I planned. 
My pappy was a smart man at that, 
seein’ as he told me how to fix the 
bar’].’’ 

Came the dawn and Dutchy like a 
knight of old strode forth to challenge 
the bear. I followed him torn between 
curiosity and outright panic. At first 
in the dew-scented semi-light of early 
morning we couldn’t see anything and 
strangely enough the scufflings and 
bumpings, the wailings and snortings 
had stopped. 

“‘He’s beat it,’’ Dutchy said dolefully. 
‘‘He’s busted the bar’l and gone in the 
swamp. He’s got loose damn it.”’ 

I felt very brave then. ‘‘I’ll scout 
around,’’ I said. ‘‘You make breakfast 
and I’ll take a sashay.’’ 

“Best take a rifle,’’ Dutchy said. 
‘‘Mebbeso he’s gone... ”’ 

“Oh T’'ll be alright,’’ I said jauntily. 
‘“‘He’s gone sure enough. Probably 
scared silly, still running I bet.’ I 
crossed to the barn and the jaws of 
doom stared at me from the shadows 
of a willow clump. Doom in the form of 
a shaggy huge black devil with a pickle 
barrel stuck on his head and foam dribb- 
ling down his chest. ‘‘Dutchy,’’ I 


howled’’ he’s here!’’ 


Look 


ronew? SNACK BAR 
Ae For Goed 

ee , HOME COOKED FOOD 

Halfway between QUESNEL and PRINCE GEORGE 


My voice was sweet music to that 
bear. He bore down on me. I buck 
jumped spinning in my tracks and 
passed a grinning Dutchy as I sped 
cabinwards making like a baby. I heard 
Dutchy roaring at the bear and the 
sound of his voice heartened and shamed 
me. I stopped, turned and prepared to 
meet my fate like some much vaunted 
hero. 

Dutchy, true to his word was behind 
the bear, twisting, dodging and occas 
ionally planting his caulked boots on the 
bear’s butt as he said he would. I yelled 
something or other and again the bear 
charged me like a free wheeling logging 
truck. This was too much. In one wild 
leap I reached the cabin door and slam- 
med it shut behind me. Like a battering 
ram bear and pickle barrel hit the door 
and smashed it inwards. Screaming like 
a banshee I jumped straight up and 
lodged fly-like on top of Dutchy’s small 
but sturdy cupboard and from this 
vantage point witnessed a preview of 
the world’s ultimate destruction. 

The pickle barrel was smashed and 
I saw the nail filled rim sail across the 
cabin like the wrath of god. The beast 
was actually red-eyed and this is no 
figure of speech. He was rage itself, 
rage and pure untrammelled destruction 
and hate. The table went with one light- 
ening down stroke of his paw. The couch 
on which I had slept screeched as iron 
twisted from iron. The windows crashed 
outwards as the huge bulk sunfished 
and sideswiped the walls. 

Fearfully like a microbe suffering 
from creeping paralysis I waited for 
the inevitable wallop that would wipe 
me out of existance. The bear paused 
and his red, short-sighted piggy eyes 
searched the cabin’s gloom for that 
which his super-sensitive nose told him 
was there. And then, sweet mytery of 
life, he reared upwards and surged his 
bulk against the front wall of Dutchy’s 
cabin. There was a creaking groan and 
that sturdy log wall crumpled like a 
deflated balloon and the bear mouthing 
the half choking cough-like challenge 


of his kind charged headlong into the 
wilderness from whence it came. 
Like a wet dish-rag I dropped to the 
floor. Dutchy pale faced and fearful for 
my safety came in through the front 
wall of the cabin. For a moment he was 
wordless as he studied me and the rem 
nants of his home. Then the air became 
tinged with blue as he gave vent to his 
feelings. To quote Robert W. Service 
. ‘and what he said I can’t repeat. 
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- Complete Automotive Service - 
Art Stokes QUESNEL, B.C, Earl Robertson 


MARSH TRANSFER 


GENERAL HAULING 
SAND and GRAVEI. 


PHONES: Office 3-R-2 Home +2-R-4 


Quesnel Barber Shop 


All Styles of Ladies’ and Men’s Haircutting 


PUBLIC SHOWERS 
Opposite Bus Depot QUESNEL, B C, 


Barclay’s Drugs 


THE OLDEST ESTABLISHED TOURIST 
CAMP IN THE CARIBOO 
One and Two Koom 
5 Housekeeping Cabin 
Fully or Semi-Modern - Trailer Park 
WEST QUESNEL, B.C. eoml 


SWIFT RIVER DREDGING Co. Ltd. 
and 


YORSTON CONSTRUCTION Co. Ltd. 


General Contractors 


BOX 828 


KEEN*S STORES LID. 


British Columbia 
Groceries - Fruits and Vegetables 


Frozen Foods = Ice Cream = Confectionery 


Men’s Shop FASHION-CRAFT CLOTHES 


Boots and Shoes 


QUESNEL. B.C. 
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QUESNEL, B.C. 


McLEOD RIVER 


Local and Long Distance Hauling 
Furniture Crated and Stored 
SHIPPED ANYWHERE IN b.C. 


SMITH TRANSFER 


PHONE 16-R-3 QUESNEL, B.C. BOX 108 


Eucrythiny in Sheet Metal 
PROPANE GAS 
& APPLIANCES 


Box 1467 - Quesnel, B.C 


ELLIOTT‘S Coffee Bar 
- HOME COOKED MEALS - 


LUNCHES - CONFECTIONERY - SOFT DRINKS 
Front Street Quesnel, B.C. 


Oa 
Cariboo Central Stages 


TAXI and TOURS 
CHARTER TRIPS TO ANY POINT IN B,C, 
At Bus Depot Quesnel, B.C. 


Cariboo Men’s Shop 
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ALL GARMENTS COVERED BY 
INSURANCE WHILE IN OUR CARE 


TWO MILE PLANING MILLS 


LUMBER MANUFACTURERS 


DEALING IN FIR & SPRUCE LUMBER 
FOR DOMESTIC & EXPORT MARKETS 


QUESNEL JEWELLERS 


EXPERT WATCH 6 HIM fy 
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Rolex - Omega - Tissot - Bulova 


REID STREET QUESNEL, 4. C. 
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EARL’S PLUMBING « HEATING 


LETTERS, 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


gave up , and in the spring of 1910 
went to work for the Natural Re- 
sources Security Co. Ltd. (Geo. Ham- 
mona). 

It was for them that I went to Ques- 
nel, - and from there, via pack trail, 
to Fort George and on to Stuart Lake 
where I got Fred Burden of Green 
Bros. & Burden to bring his crew 
down to survey the Fort George town- 
site - already on sale at the time. 

I went back to Quesnel, sent in my 
report, persuaded Jack Daniels to let 
me take over the ‘‘Observer’’ while 
he went on a vacation to Honolulu. 

Mr. Hammond bought the ‘‘Observ- 
er’’, sent Mr. Hutchcroft in to take 
over, recalled me to Vancouver and 
later sent me in to take over the 
management at Fort George - which 
position I held for a year before re- 
turning to California. 

In July 1947 I drove with my son 
Gordon to Quesnel and Prince George. 
Imet oldfriends I’d known in 1910/11 
(the Johnston Brothers, Mr. Allison, 
the druggist I’d gotten to locate in 
Quesnel, John A. Fraser, Fred Bur- 
den and others). My boy was so taken 
by the attitude of the ‘‘old-timers’’ 
toward me that he decided to save up 
his money and himself locate in the 
north - which he has done, having es- 
tablished a vegetable nursery up on 
the Kenai. 

I’d like to contact the ‘Observer’ 
and if possible some old friends. I 
am now 72 years old and retired, but 
am busy writing up my life’s exper- 
iences. 

I trust I’ll be favoured with a let- 
ter and arecent back copy to sort 
of bring me up to date. 

Harry L. Stoddard 


1701 VallejoSt. , San Francisco, Calif. 
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LODGES, HOTELS, HOMES and BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 

QUESNEL —_—_BRITISH COLUMBIA 


HEART OF THE CARIBOO GAME COUNTRY 
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Repairs to Generators, Magnetos 
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tors and Electrical Equipment, 
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TOUGH ON GOATS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 


get to where the goats were going. 
The ridge we were on, ran more or 


less in the shape of a horseshoe, the 
goats being at the toe of it, and we 
were at the heel of it on one side. To 
get to where the goats were heading, 
we would have to travel around a mile 


Cyril Jeck with the goat. 


and a half, part of which we were quite 
sure would be rough going. We were 
on our way in short order, as we had 
only about four hours of day-light left. 
We dropped back behind the ridge to 
be out of sight, occasionally going high 
enough to take a cautious look for our 
prey. But we weren’t rewarded with 
another glimpse of them until quite 
some time later. 

“Tf we don’t soon see them,’ Cyril 
exclaimed, ‘‘I will begin to think they 
cleared right out of the country.’’ 

‘Well, it’s beginning to look that 
way,’’ I replied. ‘‘You wait here and 


Bank Service Station 
Complete Lubrication 
Senuice 


WASHING POLISHING 


“Jeff McDonald" 
-Your Friendly Deale r- 


FERGUSON. ELECTRIC 


Authorized Gradina) 
GENERAL ELECTRIC 
Motor Apparatus & Appliancde 
Dealer 
Electric Planer Mill Installations 
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL WIRLNG 


> 


side and we would be at the place we 

had planned on spending the night. 
With the extra weight of a full grown 

goat on our backs, it made climbing 


I’ll go to the top of that shoulder over 
there, and see what I can see.’’ 

I started climbing for an outcropping 
of rock a short distance ahead. As | 
reached the top, I cautiously raised my 
head and looked around. Finally I saw 
them sleeping on some flat rocks in the 
warm sunshine. I dropped back and 
motioned for Cyril to come up. As we 
could carry only one goat back, we had 
agreed beforehand that he would shoot 
it, as I had shot a handsome bull moose 
a few days earlier. 

When Cyril arrived, I pointed out 
the goats and he lost no time in shoot 
ing at one. Being a bit over-anxious, 
the first two shots went wild. By this 


QU ESNEL, B.C. 


Eugene English 


Se mrt 


WELDING - PORTABLE EQUIPMENT 
a 
ALL KINDS REPAIRS 


“Caterpillan” Repairs 


For Better Homes 


Malmquist & Vaupel 


time they were both’ standing up and LIMITED 
the third shot went true. The goat had GENERAL CONTRACTORS = 
dropped and, with a few feeble kicks, sauivaene. Gas ai ae 


Bax 655 Quesnel) BC 7 


fell off the ledge they had been on. As 
the animal fell, so did my heart. It drop- 
ped about 1,000 feet before finally com- 
ing to rest on a steep slope. 

We began our perilous climb down 
to what we thought would be a goat, 
hamburger style. To our amazement, it 
was only slightly damaged on one front 
quarter. After dressing and quartering 
the meat, we tied it to our pack-boards 
and confronted our rock barrier. 

The best way out, we thought, would & SALES CO. LTD. 
be to climb right back up the cliff which nage. LUMBER MANUFACTURERS 
the goat, only a short time before, had cializing In Western White S 
fallen down. Once we reached the top, 
we would just have to go down the far 
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Panama Variety 
SOUVENIRS - GIFTS - BOOKS - CHINAWARE 
STATIONERY - LEATHER GOODS 
Post Cards of Local Scenes - Prince George, B.C. 


Hans Roine Lumber Co, 
LOGGING & LUMBERING 
Clear Fir a Specialty 


DEZELL Construction 
_, ohbraclors & Builders 


FURNISHED WILLIAMS LAKE 
WITHOUT COST Head Office: Prince George PRINCE GEORGE 


GOODZYEAR WAREHOUSE 
For Central 
British Columbia 


A COMPLETE LINE OF TIRES, 
BATTERIES - ACCESSORIES 


2nd Ave., PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 


W.M. TIRE § 


(Ted Williams & Art Be 


very difficult. 

Not wanting to fall as the goat had, 
and being much less sure footed, we 
progressed at barely a snail’s pace. By 
the time it started to get dusk we were 
only about half way up, so decided to 
cache the meat in a hole in the rocks, 
and only taking our food and blankets, 
we went up the rest of the way. 

By this time a nearly full moon was 
casting its eerie light on the peaks 
surrounding our little valley. After 
cooking up a good hot meal, which we 
cleaned right to the last drop of coffee, 
we sat back and watched the moonlight 
creep down the mountain side. Finally 
we stoked the fire with an extra big 
dry stump and crawled into our spruce 
bough bed. The night turned out to be 
quite chilly, but we kept a good fire 
going which helped matters consid- 
erably. 

After an early breakfast we started 
back for our meat, taking a round-about 
way which offered us a greater view of 
the country: In some ways mountain 
climbing reminds me of Christmas. At 
Christmas one always finds something 
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Cold Storage 
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of Central British Columbia Lumber 


PRINCE GEORGE, BRITIBH COLUMBIA 
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PO, BOX 1940 


BRITISH CQOLMMABIA 


new and exciting beneath the wrapper 
of each gift. In mountain climbing it is 
much the same. Beyond each peak and 
ridge there is something different to see. 
It may be a colourful patch~of alpine 
flowers or a tumbling waterfall; or a 
sparkling lake in which you can see the 
image of a mountain that rises steeply 
from its shores. Or it could be a queer 
formed mountain, speckled with patches 
of snow and sometimes a glacier on the 
higher peaks. As you come around a 
shoulder of rocks you hear a shrill 
whistle as a marmot scurries for its den 
in the rocks. Or perhaps there would be 
some larger animal watching you tim- 
idly for a minute or two before trotting 
off. Whatever it may be it is bound to 
live in your memory for many a day. 

After much climbing up and down, 
and skirting the edge of a small lake, 
we finally reached the bottom of the 
cliff where the meat was cached. Once 
again we started our ascent of this rock 
wall. With such light packs it didn’t 
take long to reach the place where we 
had left the meat. The rest of the jour- 
ney was much slower and dangerous. 
After we reached the top it was much 
easier going and it wasn’t too long be- 
fore we were again looking down at the 
Fraser Valley. 


As darkness settled in the valley we 
tramped up to the car and with a sat- 
isfied sigh we glanced back to the 
mountain. 
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fish is then placed flat and. cut into 
strips about an inch wide. This allows 
it to dry faster. Sticks are then threaded 
through the flesh to keep it spread. The 
fish are hung from the drying rack for 
about three weeks and the sun and wind 
turns the flesh to a rich red color. 
Nothing is wasted... the heads are 
dried to be used in soup and the roe is 
hung on poles and dried to be used 
later for frying and roasting. 

Drying fish is one of the oldest occ- 
upations of the Interior Indians and in 
good years forms a staple of their winter 
diet. Willie told us: that the fishing 
places along the Fraser are regarded as 
the best in British Columbia and are 
passed down from father to son. Only 
Indians are allowed by the government 
to catch fish by netting them. 

Willie puffed his pipe and admitted 
that most of the work of making ready 
for winter fell on the women-folk. ‘‘But 
they do not know what work means 
these days compared to my grand- 
mother’’, he said. It seems that Willie 
was brought up mostly by his grand- 
parents, and his grandfather drove 
bands of cattle over the Hope mount- 
ains from Quilchena to Yale in the days 
before the C.P.R.. came through the 
Fraser Canyon. So it was Willie’s 
grandmother who did all the chores 
herself. She hunted and fished and 
tended the potato patch. She picked and 
dried wild berries, tanned the pelts for 
clothing, made medicine and ointments 
from plants and bark, and even wove 
baskets from birch bark. On top of all 
that she not only prepared the fish for 
drying on the racks each year, but also 
set up the net herself. ‘‘She lived to 97’’, 
Willie concluded mournfully, ‘‘ but they 
don’t come like her these days. 
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sitism. 

Quite frankly, I was somewhat dis- 
mayed. It seemed like a hopeless task to 
convince people of the seriousness of the 
moose problem arising from the fact 
that the winter ranges were overstocked. 
Magazine articles were beginning to ap- 
pear, believe it or not, in protest to the 
manner in which the Game Department 
was allowing moose to be killed in such 
large numbers. One such article, by a 
well-known local writer, appeared in the 
Cariboo Digest in the spring of 1948. 

Up to this time there had been at least 
two winters above average in severity 
in which the starvation toll on the moose 
herds had from all reports been heavy. 
Another questionnaire was mailed out 
in the spring of 1948 and among others 
the following question was asked, “How 
many moose carcasses have you found 
this past winter (1947-48) that were 
not wolf kills?”. The 53 persons reply- 
ing stated that they had found 182 car- 
casses of animals dead from ticks and 
starvation and only 40 believed killed by 
wolves. 

It was thus evident that the winter of 
1947-48 had effected a heavy die-off in 
the moose population. When 53 people 
had found over 180 moose dead from the 
basic cause of food shortage, the serious- 
ness of the situation was obvious. These 
people were not searching for dead ani- 
mals and for every one found it was 
anybody’s guess as to how many car- 
casses there were in the sparsely settled 
districts and back areas where few peo- 
ple travelled in early spring. 

Sixty percent of the observers still 
however, reported the winter ranges 
only lightly to moderately browsed. In 
reply to the question “Do you think we 
should have a limited open season on 
cow moose and permit a known number 
of these animals to be killed in the vari- 
ous districts,” 77 percent replied “no,’ 
only 23 percent being in favour of a cow 
moose season. That was early in 1948, 
after a continuous nine months of field 
survey had revealed the moose food sup- 
ply to be in a state of depletion and the 
need for herd reductions by either sex 
seasons. 

In face of this opposition from game 
guides and many sportsmen as well, any 
suggestions of an open season on cow 
moose sounded fantastic and anyone 
thinking of such a move in 1948 was re- 
garded as having his “head in the 
clouds”. Public opinion was against us 
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and the history of big game manage- 
ment in many of the States was being 
repeated here in British Columbia. 

The winter of: 1947-48 marked the end 
of a three year period of heavy mortal- 
ity in our Interior moose herds. For the 
next three years, up until 1951-52, we 
experienced better survival on the win- 
ter ranges. Fewer carcasses were re- 
ported and there resulted a higher rate 
of calf survival to yearling age. Hunt- 
ing success, which still remained high 
even throughout the die-off years, now 
showed a slight improvement in some 
districts. Hunting pressure steadily in- 
creased and the moose kill reached an 
all time high in the fall of 1951 when 
2,270 bull moose were checked through 
the Cache Creek Station. 

With the able assistance of Mr. P. W. 
Martin, appointed as Regional Game 
Biologist at Kamloops in May 1951, I 
immediately revived our field investiga- 
tions of moose in southern Cariboo and 
Chilcotin. It was soon found that there 
had been no improvement in the winter 
food supply and in fact a pronounced 
decline was noted over the quantity 
existing in 1948. It was apparent that 
more die-offs and depletion of food 
would be the inevitable outcome unless 
the moose population was controlled. All 
that was required for another die-off 
was a winter more severe than the pre- 
ceding three. 

I was optimistic now with Mr. Martin 
stationed permanently in the field. The 
bitter controversy over the moose situa- 
tion had died down and the critics had 
ceased to make life less enjoyable for 
the Game Commission. People had be- 
come accustomed to the American 
sportsmen and the predator situation 
had taken a decided turn for the better. 

In April, 1952, Mr. Martin and I pre- 
sented papers at the annual Game Con- 
vention in Vernon urging a season on 
cow moose. That was the spark that re- 
kindled the fire. The critics arose again. 
People whom we thought were in sup- 
port of a season on cow moose turned 
against us seemingly with nothing more 
than opinion as evidence. Guide meet- 
ings were called in the Interior to dis- 
cuss the need of such a season. At the 
meetings last spring in Alexis Creek and 
Williams Lake Mr. P. Martin and I 
found ourselves once again confronted 
by an audience which seemed almost 
deaf to the advice of the biologists. We 
were turned down emphatically at Alexis 
Creek and at Williams Lake, but at Clin- 
ton, the Southern Cariboo Game Guides 
Association, as a body, gave us their 
support on a cow moose season. 

It is questionable whether or not we 


Decker Lake Auto Camp 


OVERNIGHT CABINS BY THE DAY OR WEEK 
Hot and Cold Water In Central Shower Rooms 


TELKWA, British Columbia 


es 


Cc. P. BUSSINGER, Prop. 
TELKWA ‘THE BEAUTY SPOT OF THE NORTH 


a~ 


TELKWA 


Manufacturers of Western White Spruce 
and Pine - Rough & Dressed 
TELKWA, B. C. is: 


pie 


aa 


TELKWA MOTORS 


Complete Garage Service 
AUSTIN & STUDEBAKER CARS - INTERNATIONAL 
HARVESTER TRUCKS & EQUIPMENT 


"ererecrrcxvxcxxcxcxr 
ee” penne enone 


( Butchart & Copeland ) 


“‘JUST ANOTHER GOOD HOTEL”’ 


NORTHERN INTERIOR 
FOREST PRODUCTS LIMITED 


Lumber Manufacturers 
Dealing In; SPRUCE. HEMLOCK, CEDAR & PINE 


SMITHERS, B.C. 


would have made the progress we did 
had it not been for history repeating it- 
self during the preceding winter of 1951- 
52. More severe than the preceding three 
years and with a moose population in 
some districts greater than existing in 
1948, many winter ranges could not sup- 
port the expanded moose herds. Reports 
of dead moose began to reach the Game 
Department, not only from guides and 
hunters but from personnel of the De- 
partment. 

In July last year a fourth moose ques- 
tionnaire was mailed to all first and 
second class guides in the Cariboo and 
Chilcotin areas. We believed that surely 
this time the game guides were aware of 
the need to systematically reduce the 
moose population as they had witnessed 
three and in some cases four die-off 
years out of seven. Surely, we reasoned, 
there can be no opposition now to har- 
vesting moose that are being wasted and 
left to starve. 

Only 159 guides replied to this ques- 
tionnaire. They reported personally find- 
ing 308 carcasses that spring (1951-52) 
and had been informed by neighbours of 
another 319 carcasses. Asked if the 
moose had been tick infested during the 
winter, only 47 persons indicated heavy 
infestations. This time, after experienc- 
ing another die-off principally from star- 
vation, we were sure that there would 
be full agreement on the food question. 
But alas, when asked if the winter range 
was overstocked only 38 of the 159 re- 
plies stated “yes.” Then asked whether 
or not they were in favour of short cow 
moose season, only 57 or 35% were defi- 
nitely in agreement, some didn’t know 
and a lesser number failed to indicate. 

Last summer soon after the guide 
meetings, Mr. Frank Dufresne’s well- 
informed article appeared in “Field and 
Stream” and gave support to the cause 
for a cow moose season. Although a sec- 
tion of the public, the game guides, in 
part still opposed the cow moose season, 
something had to be done. Democratic 
principles were being adhered to, but 
alas, they seemed to be failing. The 
Game Commission in democratic fashion, 
with the support of the organized sports- 
men, went against the recommendations 
of the guides and supported the biolo- 
gists on their request for an either sex 
season. Had it been possible, this season 
would have been extended to calves, but 
an amendment to the “Game Act” could 
not be obtained in time. 

A higher level of moose abundance 
would exist today had we began crop- 
ping both sexes in 1946 or earlier, there- 
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by preventing the range depletion which 
followed the excessive populations pres- 
ent in the mid forties. A cow moose sea- 
son at that time however, in the light of 
an uninformed public and very little bio- 
logical work would probably have had 
serious repercussions. 

Today we are still in the position we 
were after the heavy die-offs termin- 
ating in 1948. If we allow the moose 
population to increase to or remain at 
dangerous proportions, further die-offs 
and depletion of winter range will occur. 
There is much evidence on hand at pres- 
ent to show that if the past winter (1952- 
53) had been a severe one we would have 
again lost more animals and further de- 
pleted the already chronically over-used 
winter food supply. Although the mocse 
were noticeably reduced in some quar- 
ters during the winter of 1951-52 our 
aerial counts and range surveys this past 
winter (1952-53) reveal that the popu- 
lation is still high for the lowered capa- 
city of many winter ranges. Only 351 
cow moose were checked through Cache 
Creek last fall, most of these coming 
from east of the Fraser River where 
densities range upwards from 2.5 ani- 
mals per square mile in moose country. 
One thousand fewer bulls were taken 
owing to the absence of non-resident 
sportsmen last fall. 

Even though there was a heavy die-off 
a year ago in parts of the Chilcotin the 
cow moose season there last year was 
not a mistake. In the first place, so few 
cows were killed that the effect on the 
population was negligible. In the second 
place, the winter ranges examined are so 
overbrowsed that the food plants will 
not recover unless allowed to rest from 
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their long period of continuous overuse. 
If the remaining moose population in the 
Chilcotin again increases during the 
next few years, the process of die-off will 
be repeated. It is inevitable that there 
will be some losses every year but not of 
a magnitude to be readily discernible. 

It must be understood that each time 
there is a die-off the moose are unable to 
rebuild to former numbers since a size- 
able part of the food supply is perma- 
nently crippled and will not recover. The 
result is a decrease in carrying capacity 
with each increase in moose numbers 
and subsequent period of mortality dur- 
ing adverse winters. Years of noticeable 
die-off are occurring at an increasing 
rate, first in 1935, then from 1946 to 
1948 and again in 1952. If nature is al- 
lowed to take her course, it is apparent 
that she will leave us with a moose popu- 
lation still lower than that which pres- 
ently exists. 

The course of events has been pre- 
cisely what the game manager would 
expect and the future is not too difficult 
to foresee. Unless we control our 
moose numbers and maintain them 
within the carrying capacity of the ex- 
isting winter range we will see them 
further decline to a level of abundance 
below present numbers. It is only a 
knowledge of this simple principle and 
the shooting of both sexes that has en- 
abled Sweden to maintain 40,000 moose 
for a long period of time and enjoy an 
annual either sex harvest of over 12,000 
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animals. Under a bull law enough ani- 
mals cannot be cropped annually to re- 
move the annual increase, not to mention 
dipping into the capital stock, which is 
necessary on depleted ranges in order to 
allow a recovery of the food supply. Last 
year’s harvest of cow moose did not 
amount to more than a small fraction of 
one year’s increment. Even the existence 
of illegal killing of cows in some districts 
does not change the fact that the winter 
ranges reveal a population still in excess 
of the sustained carrying capacity. 

It should be understood that in almost 
all moose districts there are still some 
areas in which the winter food supply 
has not been depleted. In almost all cases 
however, the better feeding areas and 
the choice foods such as upland willow, 
upland birch and red osier dogwood have 
been greatly reduced and in some cases 
completely eliminated. In most districts 
there still remain the swamps and creeks 
with a fringe of swamp willow and bog 
birch along their margins. Experience 
has shown however, that a healthy, re- 
producing population of moose cannot be 
expected when only swamp willow and 
lowland birch are available. In many 
places even these foods are critically de- 
pleted. Areas where moose have de- 
creased are characterized by depletion 
of the palatable upland foods. Seldom is 
swamp willow eaten until the better 
foods have been overused and are no 
longer available. At this point the popu- 
lation may be expected to decline and 
heavy die-offs experienced. 

As our winter ranges continue to de- 
crease in carrying capacity moose find it 
necessary to travel further and further 
in search of food. This important fact 
was drawn to our attention in the Bridge 
Lake District. Formerly, moose fed on 
the luxuriant stands of upland willow 
and during the winter moved about very 
little. Today, however, the willow is 
either dead or producing very little food 


and the remaining moose must keep 
travelling in order to satisfy their hun- 
ger. This movement requires energy and 
without food to rebuild the loss of en- 
ergy the physical condition of ‘an animal 
will go steadily downward. When the 
energy output exceeds the energy input 
an animal dies of starvation or succumbs 
to its load of winter ticks or other para- 
sites. It is also highly vulnerable to pre- 
dators which thrive under such condi- 
tions. 

Weare told that there can be no short- 
age of food because bull moose killed in 
the fall are fat. This however, only 


proves that there is ample summer food. 
Any rancher knows that his horses will 
be fat in the fall, but when winter comes 
he no longer has the lush supply of green 
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food to maintain his animals until the 
new growth comes in the spring. He 
must resort to cured hay and other do- 
mestic foods. In March and April, the 
time of heaviest mortatity in moose, 
there is usually little or no fat left from 
the preceding summer and fall, particu- 
larly on the calves, which are the first 
to die from malnutrition. Winter ticks 
are secondary to malnutrition and the 
best way to combat them is to prevent 
overpopulation. 

Today we hear much about the need 
to burn off lodgepole pine to create more 
winter food for moose. The advocates 
of planned or controlled burning realize 
that the growth of this conifer has 
caused many of the former moose ranges 
to deteriorate to a much lower carrying 
capacity. In former years when burning 
was more prevalent, the range capacity 
diminished less rapidly. While no one 
can deny. the great benefit accruing to 
moose from properly placed burns, it 
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should be understood that range im- 
provement alone is not the solution to a 
sustained production of moose. Needless 
to say, it is not good management to in- 
crease the food supply without making 
some effort to control the moose popula- 
tion at a safe level. One could theore- 
tically keep improving the habitat and 
thereby continually increase the moose 
herd. This is not only impractical but 
undesirable unless one takes advantage 
of the population increase by realizing 
an annual harvest equal to the annual 
increment once the safe carrying capa- 
city is reached. This cannot be done by 
shooting only the male of the species, in 
polygamous animals.such as deer and 
moose. Present figures suggest an an- 
nual increment of 22% in some of the 
better districts with a legal kill amount- 
ing to only 12°.. If these tentative fig- 
ures are correct, which we believe they 
are, then the reason for periodic die-offs 
and the poverty condition in the moose 
population is even more understandable. 

Just recall what would happen to a 
rancher if he ignored the carrying ca- 
pacity of his ranch and blindly tried to 
increase his cattle herd by marketing 
only the steers in the herd. Not only 
would he ruin his rangeland but he 
would also be forced to feed more heay- 
ily. Sooner or later, as some ranchers 
have actually found from experience, 
one has to acknowledge the limitations 
set by food requirements of the herd. 

This is a principle applicable to domes- 
tic stock and wild game alike. It is the 
basis of modern either sex harvesting of 
big game now being practiced widely 
over the continent. It is not how many 
animals we would like to have but rather 
how many we can support on a sustained 
basis. In respect to moose, we have been 
spoiled. 

In British Columbia many of us prob- 
ably fail to realize the effectiveness of 
our predator control programme and the 
apparent impact this is probably having 
on our moose and deer populations. We 
should harvest and make good use of the 
animals which are saved from being vic- 
tims of predation. If we fail to do this, 
we as game managers and hunters, do 
not benefit from the large sums of money 
spent on predator control. Moreover, 
predators serve as a natural check on 
game animals and may prevent over- 
population and ameliorate what would 
otherwise be serious sporadic die-offs. 
If we do not substitute for the predator, 
then we lose two-fold by contributing to 
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Implements 


C.H. DODWELL & CO, - R. Beauchamp 
Real Estate - - General Insurance 


SODA CREEK GENERAL STORE — A 
complete line of quality merchandise, 


QUESNEL, B.C. 


UESNEL LAUNDRY & CLEANERS 
rt Dry Cleaning & Laundering. 
vi a Deliveries on out-of-town 
wor 


HILL MEAT MARKET — Spaptelicing in 
T-Bone Steaks For Tourists. 
Lynn L.Hill, Quesnel & Wells,B.C. 


POLLY PACKER FLORIST 
Quesnel, B,C. 


P,1, SIEMENS - JEWELLER - Diamonds 
Watches, Silverware. 


WATT'S BAKERY — The Home of Fine 
Quality Cakes & Pastries. 


A.L. MILLS & CO, LTD. 


Commercial and Millwork Given 
Special Attention 
—- Prompt Deliveries — 


VANDERHOOF, B.C. 


Se ee ep Se 
BOWMAN'S LUMBER YARD — Every- 
thing For The Builder," 


HAWKERS MEAT MARKET 
Wholesale & Retail 


ERNIE'S GARAGE 


*New Garage, *Modern Equipment, Rest 
Rooms, Tourist Information. 


FRASER'S STORE — (Bruce Russel) 
General Merchandise —— Agents: 
Shell Oil Co, Ltd. 


ers for Miners, Prospectors and 
ettlers, 


CARNELL'S CAFE & BAKERY 
"The Home of Good Food" 


WEST of VANDERHOOF 


CORKY'S SERVICE — Home Gas & Oil- 
- General Repairs - Welding- 


P, T, JACOBSEN — A Complete Line of 
Quality Merchandise, Endako, B,C. 


BURNS LAKE, B.C. 
— NEW OMINECA & TWEEDSMUIR — 
CAFES 


es Lunches, Full Course Meals 
Food — Quick Service. 


TWEEDSMUIR HOTEL — (Completed in 
1950) "Ultra Modern Rooms With Bath, " 
Make Reservations Well in Advance, 


- BECK HARDWARE CO. , LTD. - 
AComplete Line of Hardware for Farm & 
Home, Hunter's & Fishermen's Supplies, 


Real Estat General Insurance 
aaa] 5 es, Business Opportunities HOUSTON, RC. 


Inquiries Invited 


PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 


ANDERSON'S LUMBER YARD — Gen- 
eral Contractors, Lumber and Build- 
ing Supplies, Lime Plaster. 


WALTER FLYNN — Quality Groceries, 
South Fort George, B.C, 


G. B, WILLIAMS For 35 Years the 
Supply centre for Trappers, Hunters, 
Ranchers and Prospectors. 


HUGHES & RATLEDGE — Smart Clothes 
for Mother and Daughter, 


NORTHWEST PRODUCE — Quality 
Groceries, Fresh & Cured Meats, 


1, B, GUEST — Novelties , Photo Supplies, 
Cameras, Fishing Tackle, i 


a 
CHICKEN INN - "Your Best Place To Eat" 
Open 10 AM Till 4 AM 
oo 
Wm, BEXON — Quality Groceries and 
Table Supplies. 


JOHN McINNIS 
A Complete Line of Builders' Supplies 


McCULLAGH, The JEWELLER — Dia- 
monds, Watches - ares Repairs, 
»Chinaware, C.N.R. Watch Inspector, 


TELKWA, B.C. 


BULKLEY VALLEY CREAMERY 
Makers of the Famous 
"BULKLEY VALLEY" Brand of Butter 


— Patent Medicines, S 
— Fishing Tackle. 


BULKLEY VALLEY CO-OPERATIVE 
ASS'N — Central Selling Agency For 
The Bulkley Valley, 


PHILLIPS & SHEPPERD — General 
Merchants (Formerly R,S, Sargent) 


SMITHERS, B.C. 


EBY'S HARDWARE — Shelf & Heavy 
Hardware - 5 to 25 Cent Department - 


ng Goods — 


HOTEL HUDSON 
Fully Modern - Fully Licensed 


BOVILL MOTORS — C ler Plymouth 


Cars, Fargo i - bid ore & General 
R irs — ri cts — 

RALPH TELFORD PLANING MILLS _— _ sper’ 
a ae of SMITHERS GARAGE LTD, — General 


Motors Dealers — 


SPRUCE - PINE ~ FIR “Chevrolet Specialists 


Prince George, British Columbia, 
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CLASSIFIED 


SUPERIOR LAUNDRY & CLEANERS 


FORT ST. JAMES, BC. 


L,R. DICKINSON — Outfitting Head- 


F,W. A, MAPLETON — Novelties & Gifts 


A GUIDE TO RELIABLE MERCHANTS IN 
TOWNS OF THE CARIBOO, CENTRAL 
B.C., PEACE RIVER & YUKON 


THE PRINCESS SHOPPE — For Gifts — 
RCA Victor, Columbia, Decca & 
Scandinavian Records, 


WALL'S TAXI 
3 Cars - Courteous Drivers 
Tel. Day 48 Night 76 
Charter Trips Anywhere 


PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 


KAIEN HARDWARE 
Sporting Gooc Headquarters 


ishing Information 


DAWSON CREEK, BC. 


HOSKINS GARAGE — 
Service - AAA Eme 
Completely equippe 
cars and trucks, 


Ford Sales & 
ency Service - 
to service all 


NORTHERN B.C. AGENCIES 
Peace River Farm Lands & Businesses 


For Hardy Fruit Trees & Shrubs - Write 
ALASKA HIGHWAY NURSERIES 
H. Giles Box 538 


FORT ST. JOHN, B.C. 


CURISTON & HOLLYWOOD 
Public Accountants - - Auditing 
- Income Tax Specialists- 


LEACH BROTHERS — (Herb, Bill, Archie) 
Groceries — Fresh Fruit. 


HAZELTON, B.C. 


ART'S GARAGE 
Complete Repair Service — Welding 


HAZELTON HOTEL — Clean & Com- 
fortable, Hot and Cold Water. 


GRANDVIEW HOTEL - Modern, Com- 
Reasonable. | SOUTH HAZELTON. 


TERRACE B.C. 


FORT ST, JOHN FURNITURE CO, 
Floor Coverings, Furniture, Baggage 


SPICER'S BAKERY - "Sweet Krust"' 
Bread - Quality Cakes & Pastries 


ROSS SMITH - General Hauling In The 
Peace River District - North Pine, B,C, 


WHITEHORSE. Y.T. 


WISE AGENCIES LTD, 
A Complete Insurance Service 


TERRACE HOTEL 


TERRACE,B. C., Drawer 370 Whitehorse, Y. T. 
BURNS & COMPANY LTD, 
THE HOME GRILL ————(M, Hauser)— -- Wholesale & Retail -- 


"The Best Steaks In The North" 


Fresh, Cured & Canned Meats 
Soft Drinks, Confectionery, Tobacco, 


Box 46 Tel, 23 
WHITEHORSE, YUKON 


OKANAGAN > 


- COTTAGE CAFE 
Home Cooked Meals - Falkland, B,C, 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES- $2:50 per year 
in Canada $3:00 per year in U.S. 


TERRACE DRUGS — (B.R. Dodds) — 
"Everything In Drugs" 
INTER-VALLEY LUMBER & SUPPLY CO, 
Cedar Poles, Posts & Piling 
Hemlock Piling 
Lumber Manufacturers 


"I LOST MY WAY," 


W indsor Hotel 


NEWLY CONSTUGTED AND OPERATED WITH 
EVERY MODERN CONVENIENCE FOR YOUR 
COMFORT. 

54 ROOMS — 32 WITH BATH 
FULLY LICENSED — DINING ROOM — 
SAMPLE ROOM DAWSON CREEK, B.C 


BLUEBIRD CAFE 


Home Cooked Meals 
Specializing In Steaks 
& 5¢ COFFEE 
‘OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY 


Bissett's Hardware 
COMPANY LIMITED \/ 
on 


ATLAS TIRES 
EVERYTHING IN HARDWARE 
HEA OQUARTERS FOR SPORTING GOODS 
Geo Bissett, Mgr. - Tel. 33 - Dawson Creek, B.C. 


NEW PALACE HOTEL & CAFE 
Mile ‘Zero’s’ Smartest Restaurant eh 
Clean Comfortable Rooms Sy 


oR 
yak GMC icy 
ih 7 


a 


Dawson Universal Sales 
PONTIAC BUICK CARS - G.m.C. TRUCKS 


Parts; Sales and Service — 


COCKSHUTT FARM MACHINERY 


Sales and Service 


NORTHERN 


Dawson Creek- 
hd 


HEATED 
and REFRIGERATED 


| VANS 
® 


Prince George 


FREIGHTWAYS 


“SERVING ALAND §- § MA I | TED oF OPPORTUNLTY" 
Trucking Contractors 
Dawson Creek, B.C. 


Sry gy e_ SPECIALISTS 
SCHFDULED SERVICE Between DAWSON CREEK and EDMONTON, / 
WHITEHORSE, PRINCE GEORGE and ALL WAY POINTS © 
Connecting With Lee's Transport on VANCOUVER Shipments 


THE CHILLIWACK VOTE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 


The B. C. Game Commission has seen 
fit to employ a number of Biologists, 
among them being at least three or four 
Big Game experts. The result of the 
Chilliwack vote would seem to endorse 
the findings and advice of those experts 
and the proof of the pudding can only 
be found in the eating thereof — 

A few days following the Chilliwack 
proceedings, at a Trappers and Guides 
Meeting held at Williams Lake at which 
Commissioner Cunningham, Chief Game 
Biologist Hatter, and Biologist Pat 
Martin were present, I put this question 
to the latter two gentlemen: 

“Ts it your sound and considered 
opinion that if we follow your advice 
and hold open season, that in from three 
to four years time we will have more 
moose and better moose hunting?’’ 

There answer was, ‘‘Yes, there will 
be more moose, and better hunting, if 
you follow our advice,’’ 

I then went on, ‘“‘If we do have this 
shooting of cows in such areas as you 
suggest and if in three or four years 
time it is found that moose in such areas 
have become so badly depleted that the 
B.C. Game Commission proclaim closed 
season on all moose therein will you go 
on record as stating before this meeting 
that in such eventuality you will both 
resign from the employ of the B.C. 
Game Department?”’ 

To which Biologist Martin promptly 
replied ‘‘Yes, I will resign.’’ But Mr. 
Hatter was more cautious and fenced 
the question aside. With perhaps sound 
reason for so doing. There is one point 
at least on which the writer and Mr. 
Hater seem to agree: that in certain 
sections of Cariboo at least moose are 
definitely on their way out and the day 
is not too distant when the sight of one 
will be a rarity. Personally I hope we 
both prove to be wrong for the moose 
has for a number of years provided me 
with a tangible portion of my annual 
income. 


Yet we still have a few left us though 
the bulls are becoming harder to find 
with the passing of each year. So now 
let us start in on the cows. That, in 
effect, was the majority opinion as 


HAY RIVER © 


HEAVY 
HAULING, 


NOD TNE Ky mye 
FReicnt wa; 


Edmonton 


YELLow we 


expressed by ballot at the Chilliwack 
Convention and who am I to raise fur- 
ther issue with such a verdict? 

So the proof of the pudding remains 
with the eating And only time and 
the slaughter of a goodly number of 
cow moose can now properly prove 
whether or no the advice of the Big 
Game Biologists is a tonic or whether 
it is a poison. They have assuredly gone 
out on a limb of questionable substance 
and let us hope, for the benefit of all, 
that it is capable of sustaining their 
weight. For should it crack and let them 
down not only will we be out of moose; 
we are quite likely to be out of Big 
Game Biologists to boot. 


JOR &, BURESCH 


Sime Groceries & Meat 


A Complete Line of 
Quality Groceries 
Fresh & Cured Meats 
Under Refrigeration 


Ee ae 
FORT NELSON HOTEL 
FULLY MODERN - FULLY LICENSED 
14 ROOMS WITH BATH 20 WITH WATER 
Cafe, Dining Room, Service Station, Imperial Gas 
All Standard and Imperial Cards Honoured 
Telephone & Telegraph FORT NELSON, B,C. 


Muskwa Cafe & Cabins “= 


& 
GROCERIES - LUNCHES - Meats N#t 
“Try Our Hospitality“ 


ALASKA HIGHWAY’S OLDEST CATERERS 
MILE 300 FORT NELSON, BC. ALASKA HIGHWAY 
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SWIFT RIVER LODGE 


Clyde Wann’s Service Stn. No 2 
GENERAL STORE 


Rooms - Meals - Gas - Oil 
TIRES & TIRE SERVICE TRAILER SPACE 
MILE 733 ALASKA HIGHWAY 


Summit Hotel & Cafe 


FIRST CLASS ACCOMMODATION 
COMPLETE GARAGE SERVICE 
WELDING & LATHE WOPK 
MILE 392 ALASKA HIGHWAY 


WHITEHORSE, Y.T. 


Touris 
“ The Smartest Bar In Western Canada ” 


at: 
TOURIST SERVICES LTD. 


Serving Whitehorse & Area 


FOR 51 YEARS 
With Dependable Electrical Power 


WHITEHORSE, Y.T. 


Taylor & Drury Motors Ltd. 


Chevrolet - Pontiac - Oldsmobile 
& Buick 
SALES and SERVICE 
recker Service - Goodyear Tires 


ROSS & HALDANE 


Watchmakers & Jewellers 


Diamonds - Yukon Souveniers 


— EXPERT WORKMANSHIP — 


McCrae Inn 


Rooms — Cafe — _ Tavern 
Gas & Oil 
Reasonable Rates - On the Main Highway 
— Mile 910 - Alaska Highway — 


Aga ‘a . 


/ 


MU. 2300 
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fy ton \ 32 Department Stores - throughout 
am once “esx....) , Yukon and Alaska ~ to serve you 
“ames, wasn, 4 BS | Whitehorse, Y. T. 


SOME COMMENTS ON MOOSE 
POPULATION IN CENTRAL B.C. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21 


deer and moose die-offs and as previ- 
ously stated, by realizing no benefits 
from monies expended to protect the 
game species. 

It is perhaps unfortunate not only for 
the average hunter but for our moose 
also, that when game managers speak of 
such fundamental principles it is said 
that we should “pull our heads out of the 
heavens and come back down to earth.” 
When we spoke at the annual Game Con- 
vention in 1952 on the need of a cow 
moose season and gained the support of 
the delegates we were accused of solicit- 
ing the support of people who know 
nothing of moose or moose habits and 
browse requirements. At the same time 
however, it is admitted that we should 
“concentrate on winning the confidence 
of the public.” The game guides in par- 
ticular have had much correspondence 
from the biologists during the past eight 
years. Surely, however, we cannot be 
expected to take advice that either ig- 
nores most of the known facts and prin- 
ciples relating to game management or 
that which turns a deaf ear to reason. 
Our actions have been most democratic. 
Papers on moose have been presented at 
the past six Annual Game Conventions 
and we have won the support of the 
sporting public and many game guides, 
but we have not won the support of an 
antagonistic minority. Agreement by a 
majority seldom creates applause as 
often as disagreement by a minority 
stimulates criticism. 

If we are to maintain good hunting for 
the increasing number of hunters enter- 
ing the field each fall, we must have the 
support of sportsmen, guides and others. 


"At Last!" 


ORTHERN COMMERCIAL CO. 


Typical Upland Willow in Bridge Lake district - 
overbrowsed and dying. 


7 = 
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Fosbury Meadows, Gang Ranch, Lowland willow - 
less palatable than the Upland type is also heavily 
browsed and dying. 


We must concentrate on increasing the 
efficiency of our harvests and we must 
consider big game die-offs and starva- 
tion as being related to inadequate har- 
vests. We should forget the so called 
“good old days” and look to the future 
not as the past, but as a time when 
greater effort and understanding will be 
required to provide us with the best pos- 
sible hunting. 


Nelson‘s Hardware 


PH{LLIPS Radios ELECTRICAL Supplies 


Sporting 
1 
EASY & MAYTAG Washing Machines : / 
BUILDER'S Hardware GLIDDEN Paints ; 
Plumbing & Heating Contractors 
WHITEHORSE, Y, T. 


Whitehorse Pharmacy 


COMPLETE DRUG SERVICE 
TOBACCOS & MAGAZINES 
KODAKS — FILMS & FINISHINGS 
WHITEHORSE, Y T 


CHATEAU MAYO 


Fully Licensed - Cafe In Connection 


24 Hour Taxi Service 


MAYO, Y.T. 


One of the many difficult loads moved by Docherty & Blair Ltd. was this 7-1/2 ton, 40 ft. pontoon, one 
of a pair, used in construction of a floating gold recovery plant. Trailers could not be used as the road to 
the mine was too narrow and crooked, A six-wheeler wich truck delivered the goods without mishap. 


DOCHERTY « BLAIR CONSTRUCTION CO. 


DIRT-MOVING CONTRACTORS and HEAVY HAULING SPECIALISTS 


Cedar Poles - For Power and Telephone Lines 
MOVING - HAULING - EXCAVATING - BULLDOZING - TRACK-LAYING 


Write For Estimates 


QUESNEL, BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Specializing In: 
ROAD and DAM Construction 
Heavy Hauling 
BOX 1896 - PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 


P.G.DRAWER 1640 QUESNEL , B.C. 


LUMBER MANUFACTURING, LOGGING, SAWMILLS & PLANING MILL 


REPUTABLE EQUI 
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ae 
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WHERE you buy Used Equipmentis as important as WHAT you 


buy! 


You can take all the gamble out of used equipment buying and still 


getexactly what you want by making FINNING TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT 


CO. LTD. your used equipment headquarters. 


We offer you the best 


used equipment buy in British Columbia -- equipment that gives you 


dependability and satisfaction, 


name, 


TRACTORS 
Ideal power for portable mill! Model 
75 Caterpillar Tractor, bare machine, 
Can be used for hauling mill and pan 
skidding. Goodrunning condition. A 
real buy, complete for $2,000.00. 


D-2, wide 
good 


Ranch or farm special! 


gauge, Caterpillar Tractor, 
mechanical condition. Equipped with 
angledozer, Hyster winch, guards. 
1949 machine, operated only 3,300 
hours. Ideal unit for small logger 
skidding to mill or contractor for road 


clearing etc. Price only $5,250.00. 


Bargain of the week! Customer's unit 
in excellent condition. D17000Y Cater - 
pillar Diesel Power Unit, steel base. 
Operated only 2,000 hours since major 
overhaul, Replacement costs $13, 202% 
Customer forcedto sacrifice unit for 
cashand willaccept $6,600.00 f.o0.b. 


Vancouver. 


Be sure your used equipment bears our 


ELECTRIC SETS 

Model 3KW Hobart Light Plant, Her- 
cules motor, new battery, 120 Volt, 
AC, 60 cycle, 3-phase. Complete 
with panel board, Excellent condition, 
ideal for lighting summer camp, con- 
struction job, logging camps etc. 
$350.00 f.0.b.~Prince George, 


Save over $200.00! Demonstrator 
model Kohler 3500 Watt 155 Volt single 
phase AC electric generating plant 
complete with batteries, fuel tank, 
allfittings. Used only short time as 
demonstrator. You save more than 
$200.00 on price of unit 1tselr. fad 
extras thrownin. Youpay $1,245.00. 


MOTOR GRADERS 


Model 10 Galion Motor Grader, 12- 
ft. blade, cab, 9:00 x 24 12-ply dual 
rear tires, 7:00 x 20 fronttires. 
Fairly good condition. Should be pur- 
chased by logger for road mainte- 


nance. Price, only $1,750.00. 


FINNING TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO., LTD. 


“CATERPILLAR” B. C. DISTRIBUTORS 
940 STATION STREET, VANCOUVER 


Nelson 
Prince George 


| Cranbrook 
Chilliwack 


Vernon 
Prince Rupert 


